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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF CANADA

Twentieth Century,” which was prepsred rcoording to the instructions
of the Minister of Trade and Commeree for the purpose of giving
business men who have mever visited Canada a comprehessive but
epitomized review of its agricultursl, forest and mineral Tesources,
its industrisl and -cormmercial development smd its geegraphizal rela-
tion to the markets of the world.

IL.—PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS GF CANADA.
GEOGRAFHICAL FEATURES.

Gebneral Formation.—On the enstern coast of the North American
continent the Appalachian range of mountains gives shape to the
eastern coast of the United States and, extending into Cansda, forms
the Gaspé peninsuls and the Maritime Provinces. Arcund Hudson bay
is a V-shaped platean constituting the Launrentian highland and extend-
ing from Labrador down to the St. Lawrence river and thence north-
westward to the Arctic ocean. In the west are the Cordillera ramges
of the Pacific coast, extending into British Columbia and the Yakon
territory. They occupy a large area in Camada, and comprise several
parallel ranges. In British Columbia they are over 400 miles in width,
and constst of the eoast range along the coast; the Rocky mountains,
properly so called, and, between them, the Selkirk, Gold, Cariboo,
Cassiar and other ranges. To the narth of British Columbia les the
Yukon territory, including a great mountain area drained by the
Yukon river and the Klondike valley, famous for its gold. West of
the Canadian Yukon lies the United States territory of Alaska. Canada
moy further be conveniently divided into five sectioms: (1) the penin-
sulg which in Canada inclxdes Gaspé and the three Maritime
Provinces; (2) the lowlands of southern Ontario and southern Quebee,
with the Great Lakes and the Ottawa and St. Lawrence rivers draining
the interior into the Atlantic ocean; (3) the Central plain; (1) the
Laurentian highland; (5) the westera Cordillera,

Mountains.—In the western Cordillera are found the highest
mountain ranges and pesks of Canada. In the Yukon territory, and
forming part of the St. Flias range, is mount Logan, 19,539 feet, the
highest known point in Canada. In the Rocky mountains are mamy
peaks rising to heights of 11,000 aor 12,000 feet, and Mount Robson,
13,700 feet, in the Yellowhead pass, is the highest of that range. The
Selkirk range contains heights of from 9,000 feed to over 11,000 feet.

Waterways.—The waterways of Canada constitute one of the most
remarkable of its geographieal features. Fast of the Rocky moumtains
the southern part of the Doaninion slopes northeastward towards
Hudson bay; and the rivers in the south flow eastward. Thus the
Baskatchewan river, with its northern and southern hranches, flows
eastward into lake Winnipeg and thence northward by the Nelson
river info Hudson bay. On the north the Great Plain hes & northerly
slope, and the Mackenzie river, with its tributaries, the Slave, Liard,
Athabaska, and Peace rivers, flows inte the Arciicocean. ‘The Mac-
kenzie, exclusive- of its tributaries, but including the Slave, Peace and
Finlay rivers, of which it is the continuation, has s tetal length of 2,525



